A daily advancement Rich history

STREATE’S
AHEAD

Dr Ric Berman on the interesting
characters he comes across
while researching and writing
about Freemasonry. None more
so than Leonard Streate

One of the joys of researching any subject is

putting together disparate pieces of information
and, rather like completing a jigsaw puzzle, creating
a coherent picture. Masonic history is no different,
except that the pieces come in multiple shapes and
sizes and involve individuals across a wide range of
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Map of London’s streets
in the late 18th century,
when Leonard Streate
was a member of the
Horn Tavern Lodge

the first man to be made a Provincial Grand Master
in America, I was delighted to find a previously
unknown and unexplored link to Streate, who was
employed by Coxe and his father, Dr Daniel Coxe,
as their London attorney and agent. The Coxe
family were among the largest landowners in
America, owning hundreds of thousands of acres
in New Jersey, on Long Island, and in New York
and Connecticut. Coxe Sr also held the title to
‘Carolana’, which comprised North and South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Louisiana,

albeit ownership of most of that territory was
contested by the French and Spanish.

Colonel Coxe was a member of the lodge at the
Devil Tavern within Temple Bar, No. 8, in the 1729
Grand Register. But his appointment as PGM of
New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania in June
1729 was probably a function of Streate’s influence
on his behalf. The power within Grand Lodge lay
less with the figurehead of the Grand Master and
more with the Deputy Grand Master who, in 1728
and 1729 was Nathaniel Blackerby. Streate and
Blackerby were members of the Horn Tavern

Lodge and of the Westminster magistrates’ bench.
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leading member of the lodge at the Bedford Head

looking into the history of Colonel Daniel Coxe Jr,
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brewer, investor and MP’

35



